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Pol Pot cremated in jungle
Simple ceremony closes book on bloody chapter in Cambodia history
CHONG SANGAM, Thailand (AP) —

Pol Pot, one of the century’s bloodiest
tyrants, was cremated in a simple jungle
ceremony today, having survived three
violent decades and cheating millions
who hoped to see him tried for genocide.

“The Khmer Rouge is over,” said Non
Nou, a member of a dwindling number of
Khmer Rouge guerrillas who hope Pol
Pot’s death will help cleanse the group’s
blood-soaked image.

Non Nou, Pol Pot’s former jailer, spoke
to journalists at the Thai-Cambodian bor-
der near the hut where he died of an ap-
parent heart attack Wednesday.

Earlier, Pol Pot’s onetime right-hand
man, Ta Mok, described the deceased 73-
year-old dictator as “more useless than
cow dung” and insisted he was not assas-
sinated as some suspect.

Non Nou said the cremation, attended

only by local villagers and three Khmer
Rouge officers, began at 9:52 a.m.  Jour-
nalists, who in the last two days were al-
lowed to enter the area to see Pol Pot’s
corpse, were barred from the scene.

Pol Pot’s wife and daughter also held a
small private ceremony at the hut where
he died. “They lit incense in accordance
with Buddhist practice,” Non Nou said.

Other details of the cremation were not
immediately available.

“It’s like this, nobody killed or poi-
soned Pol Pot. Now he is finished. He has
no power and no rights any longer,”
Khmer Rouge commander Ta Mok told
Associated Press Television on Friday.

“He is nothing more than cow dung.
Actually cow dung is more useful be-
cause it can be used as fertilizer,” he said.

Ta Mok, a one-legged guerrilla dubbed

The Butcher for his brutality, deposed Pol
Pot as the head of the ultrarevolutionary
Khmer Rouge movement last year and
placed him under house arrest.

During the mid-1970s, Pol Pot presided
over a reign of terror in which up to 2
million Cambodians lost their lives
through mass executions, starvation and
disease.

He began his revolutionary career in
the 1960s and rose through Communist
Party ranks by often killing rivals. Vio-
lence and paranoia marked his life from
those days.

Ta Mok now leads the remnants of this
once powerful force, hemmed in by Cam-
bodian government troops and Khmer
Rouge defectors in rugged enclaves
along the Thai frontier.

Protest over anthrax shots
grows on military’s ships

By  Baltimore Sun
A growing number of U.S. sailors in

the Persian Gulf are refusing to be
vaccinated against the deadly biologi-
cal agent anthrax out of concern
about possible side effects and long-
term health risks, according to family
members and their advocates.

The Pentagon last year announced
that it would require, over a six-year
period, that every member of the
armed forces — 1.4 million active-du-
ty forces and 1 million reservists —
be vaccinated against anthrax.
Troops in the gulf are receiving the
first vaccinations.

Pentagon officials insist they are
not concerned that some personnel
are balking at the vaccine, because
those resisting are few. Still, Pentagon

efforts are under way to have senior
officers and medical personnel coun-
sel enlistees.

The Navy has disciplined 14 sailors
on two carriers, the John C. Stennis
and the Independence, officials said,
for rejecting the first of six vaccina-
tion shots ordered by the Pentagon.

A second round of shots was to be-
gin Friday on the Independence, and
at least five other sailors are refusing,
said Lori Greenleaf of Morrison, Co-
lo. Among them is her son Erik
Julius, an aviation boatswain’s mate
third class, who Greenleaf said had
heard rumors about ill health effects
from the vaccine.

Mark Zaid, a lawyer for 11 Inde-
pendence sailors, said the protest was
expanding to the destroyer O’Brien.

Shuttle Colombia
soars into orbit
toting thousands

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) —
Brimming with thousands of crickets,
snails and other creatures, shuttle Co-
lumbia soared into orbit Friday on a two-
week mission to explore the mysteries of
inner space — the brain.

“It’s a little bit like a Cecil B. DeMille
production: years in the making, cast of
thousands, and it went off like it was
supposed to,” said NASA’s chief veteri-
narian, Joseph Bielitzki.

The space agency expects the mission
to provide the best look yet at how the
brain and nervous system adapt and de-
velop in weightlessness.

The shuttle vaulted into a clear after-
noon sky to the delight of the tens of
thousands who jammed the Kennedy
Space Center in a postholiday crush. The
ship glittered for nearly five minutes as it
sped toward the east.

Ahead for Khmer Rouge, Page 4
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Argument
leads to death
at post office
in Dallas

DALLAS (AP) — A letter carrier
fatally shot a post office clerk after
they argued in a breakroom, author-
ities said.

The 27-year-old suspect ran from
the building and sped off in a car af-
ter the Friday morning shooting as
several post office employees pre-
pared for lunch, according to wit-
nesses.

Dallas police Sgt. Jim Chandler
said police arrested 27-year-old
Maceo Yarbough III in southwest
Dallas shortly after the shooting.
Chandler said Yarbough is the only
suspect.

The 34-year-old clerk, Lavinia Kel-
ley-Shaw, had worked for the Postal
Service for 15 years and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Another
worker was slightly injured while
trying to escape from the break
room, postal inspector Linda Kirksey
said.

Marc Martinez, the manager of a
car wash across the street from the
Northaven post office, said he heard
two shots, then saw a man run out of
the building, jump into a car’s pas-
senger side and speed off.

“I was just trying to calm the rest
of my employees down,” he said.
“Then an ambulance showed up, po-
lice cars showed up.”

Rural Virginia shaken by bombs
By Washington Post

LOUISA, Va. — Two homemade
bombs exploded 45 minutes apart Friday
in a rural area of Virginia, critically injur-
ing a woman in a restaurant parking lot
and wounding a father and son at their
home.

The blasts came just four months after
a pregnant woman was killed by a bomb
explosion outside an apartment building
in the same community. No arrests have
been made in that case.

Police said that so far they do not be-
lieve Friday’s blasts are connected to the
Dec. 3 explosion. They would not pro-
vide any details on the bombs used, say-
ing that releasing such information might
harm their investigation.

Residents of  Louisa, a community of
1,000 people about 25 miles east of Char-
lottesville, said they were stunned by the
back-to-back blasts and fearful of picking
up any object.

“We’ve got some crazy person running
around,” said Robert Perkins, Louisa’s
volunteer fire chief.

The first bomb went off at 6:20 a.m. at
the house of the Rev. Michael E. Thomp-

son, 50, of Mineral, 10 miles from
Louisa. Police said Thompson and his
son John, 22, apparently spotted a tackle
box in their driveway. When they carried
it inside the house, a bomb inside the box
partially detonated. They were taken to
the University of Virginia Medical Center
in Charlottesville, where they were treat-
ed for minor burns and released.

“All he did was open the latch and it
exploded,” said John Thompson’s moth-
er, Joanne Thompson, in an interview
with WWBT-TV of Richmond. “I was in
the back bedroom when I heard a loud
explosion ... I saw little fires all around
the floor and gunpowder everywhere.”

The second explosion occurred at 7:05
a.m. in the parking lot of a Pizza Hut in
Louisa, wounding 21-year-old Sabrina
Brewer in the abdomen. Police said
Brewer saw the device on the ground and
got out of her car to see what it was, at
which point it exploded. She remained at
the UVa. Medical Center Friday night,
listed in critical condition.

“She just saw the stuff in the parking
lot and reached down to pick it up,” said
Perkins.

Drugs strewn among parts of bodies
CORPUS CHRISTI,

Texas (AP) — Border
agents found $5.5 million
in drugs mixed in with
body parts and other hos-
pital waste inside a linen
truck.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like it,” agent Chuck
Roberson said. “I’ve seen
people trying to smuggle

drugs in a lot of different
ways, but there was an
amputated leg in there and
some intestines.”

The Corpus Christi linen
service truck was detained
at a border area early
Wednesday after a dog
sniffed out drugs.

The drugs — 2,300
pounds of marijuana and

114 pounds of cocaine —
were in 103 bundles
wrapped in duct tape. The
bundles were hidden
among laundry bins filled
with dirty rags and other
hospital waste.

The driver was arrested.
The owners of the service
were not implicated in the
drug smuggling.

Siblings chained for court
By Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Three young sib-
lings, whose only crime was their reluc-
tance to testify against their father, were
jailed for 12 days in Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s overcrowded Central Juvenile Hall
and brought to court in handcuffs and leg
chains, according to their attorneys and
other court officials.

The shackled children — two boys, 14
and 12, and a girl, 14 — appeared March
30 before Judge Lance Ito, who had is-
sued warrants for their arrests as material
witnesses less than two weeks before.
Prosecutors said neither they nor the

judge expected the children to be shack-
led while they were detained.

“I had seen murderers walk in the front
door, no handcuffs, no leg chains,” said
Deputy District Attorney Susan Powers.

The children’s attorneys decried the
way the children, already the alleged vic-
tims of child abuse, were being held in
Central Juvenile Hall in the company of
serious juvenile offenders.

Ito ordered the young witnesses to be
moved to the “least restrictive setting to
ensure their return to court,” according to
court records. He would not comment on
the case.
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Starr wants to question
Secret Service workers

WASHINGTON (AP) — Whitewa-
ter prosecutor Kenneth Starr said in
a sealed court motion that he wants
to question a Secret Service attorney
and two members of the Secret Ser-
vice detail at the White House, CBS
News reported Friday.

The network said it had obtained a
copy of Starr’s sealed court motion of
a week ago seeking to compel mem-
bers of the Secret Service to answer
questions in the Monica Lewinsky in-
vestigation.

CBS said that Starr’s 24-page mo-
tion seeks to question Secret Service
attorney John Kelleher, because a
member of the Secret Service had
gone to Kelleher to discuss alleged
White House sexual affairs.

According to CBS, Starr’s motion
says the member of the Secret Service
who went to Kelleher refused to iden-
tify for Whitewater prosecutors
someone who saw Lewinsky in the
west wing of the White House. The
Secret Service member also refused

to identify someone who talked to
him about an affair between Lewin-
sky and Clinton, CBS quotes the mo-
tion as saying.

Messages left with the Secret Ser-
vice were not immediately returned.

Two lawyers familiar with Starr’s
investigation confirmed this week
that Whitewater prosecutors had
questioned several uniformed Secret
Service officers, but that there was a
dispute over answering some ques-
tions.

The Justice Department and
Starr’s office are trying to work out a
compromise.

Deputy Attorney General Eric
Holder said possible compromises
are “only restricted to the creative
abilities of the people who are in the
process of negotiating.”

Holder confirmed that the Justice
Department has defined a privilege
that deals with Secret Service em-
ployees so that they would not have
to answer certain questions.

Unabomber
to be sentenced
in early May

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — Sen-
tencing for confessed Unabomber
Theodore Kaczynski has been moved up
to early May, and both sides are squab-
bling over the government’s plan to de-
tail his crimes — again — in court pa-
pers.

Prosecutors said in a three-page notice
to the court filed Friday that they would
file a “sentencing memorandum” on
Monday unless the court ordered other-
wise.

Late Friday — after the defense
lodged an objection — U.S. District
Judge Garland Burrell Jr. ordered the
government to hold off filing anything
until he had a chance to consider the
matter.

Kaczynski, 55, pleaded guilty Jan. 22
to 13 federal counts. His sentencing,
originally set for May 15, is now sched-
uled for May 4. The sentencing date was
moved up because the presentencing re-
port was completed sooner than expect-
ed.

The sentencing memorandum would
tick off the 16 bombings Kaczynski has
admitted, attacks that left three people
dead and 29 injured.

Facing trial with a defense team that
planned to portray him as mentally ill —
circumstances the Harvard-trained math-
ematician said he could not abide —
Kaczynski agreed to a plea bargain that
will send him to prison for the rest of his
life.

His sentence is all but certain. But the
government still wants its say, “so that
the public may take full measure of
(Kaczynski’s) crimes and the harm that
they have caused,” prosecutors wrote.

Storms force plane into emergency landing
By  Washington Post

WASHINGTON —
Storms and high winds
around the Washington,
D.C.,  area forced a United
DC-10 airliner, low on fu-
el with nearly 300 people
aboard, to make an emer-
gency landing Friday at
Reagan National Airport,
just before turbulence in-
jured three flight atten-
dants aboard an arriving

Delta flight, officials said.
Both incidents occurred

just before 5:30 p.m. EDT
Friday. 

The DC-10, bound from
Chicago to Baltimore
Washington International
Airport, had been diverted
first to Dulles and then to
National. It landed safely,
and there were no injuries
among the 287 passen-
gers.

Because of bad weather
on the East Coast, the DC-
10 had been ordered to cir-
cle first over Cleveland,
then over BWI and then
over Dulles.

When the crew reported
that the plane’s fuel was
low the plane was ordered
to land at National, a Unit-
ed spokeswoman said.

The airport went on
emergency alert.

Want war criminals? Here’s an address
WASHINGTON (AP) — Accusing the

U.S. military of timidity, organizers of an
international task force carried names and
addresses of Bosnian Serbs accused of
war crimes to the White House Friday,
saying NATO has a moral obligation to
capture them.

“If the mighty U.S. military and other
NATO forces cannot bring war criminals
to justice in the Balkans, victims have no

place to turn,” said South African Justice
Richard Goldstone, one of the organizers.

Goldstone is a former chief prosecutor
for the war crimes tribunal in the Hague.

The 350-page report by the Century
Foundation/Twentieth Century Fund fea-
tured information on the whereabouts of
40 Bosnian Serbs accused of war crimes,
including home addresses, frequent con-
tacts and restaurants they visit.

Morton Halprin, the fund’s vice presi-
dent, said that U.S. forces have not ar-
rested more war criminals “because it’s a
dangerous thing to do.” He compared it to
firemen refusing to fight fires because
they might get burned.

“If the United States demands that all
these people have to be arrested, a way
would be found to make it happen,” Hal-
prin said.
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Rains in Bangladesh
kill 1, injure dozens

From Associated Press
DHAKA, Bangladesh — Rainstorms

swept through dozens of villages in
Bangladesh, killing at least one person
and injuring about 70 others, officials
said Saturday.

Friday’s 25-minute storms, with wind
speeds reaching 66 mph, leveled hun-
dreds of tin-roof and mud-and-thatch
huts in Faridpur and Tangail districts.

A villager died when the walls of his
hut fell in Faridpur, 40 miles east of
Dhaka, the Bangladesh capital, officials
said on condition of anonymity.

Most of the injuries were caused by
collapsed houses and falling tree branch-
es.

Embassy worker’s car torched
ATHENS, Greece — Arsonists used a

gas canister bomb on Friday to torch the
car of an Italian embassy employee, the
latest in a series of attacks that have de-
stroyed scores of mainly diplomatic and
government cars, media reports said.

The car, parked outside the embassy
employee’s apartment in the central
Athens district of Lycabettus, suffered
extensive damage, local media said. No
injuries were reported. The employee’s
name was not immediately released.

A shadowy group calling itself Con-
scientious Arsonists claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack in an anonymous tele-
phone call to local media.

The group demanded the release of
suspected terrorist Nikos Matziotis, ar-
rested in January after his fingerprint
was found on a bomb planted outside a
ministry building last year.

Military force gets OK
UNITED NATIONS — A small U.N.

military liaison force was authorized
Friday to work with West African peace-
keepers to identify former insurgents in
Sierra Leone for disarmament.

The Security Council resolution com-
mended the Nigerian-dominated West
African force, known as Ecomog, for
ousting the poverty-stricken West
African country’s rebel rulers in Febru-
ary.

The 10-member U.N. security person-
nel team will “report on the military sit-
uation in the country” and assist “in the
identification of the former combatant
elements to be disarmed,” the resolution
stated.

Clinton lauds hosting Chile
as ‘Latin America model’

VALPARAISO, Chile (AP) — Presi-
dent Clinton cheered Chile’s reclaiming
of its democracy and called it a model for
Latin America for the 21st century. But
he told lawmakers on Friday a “second
generation of reforms” is needed across
the region for democracy to spread its
roots.

“There are still too many citizens who
exercise their right to vote, but, after the
election is over, feel few benefits from
the decisions made by their officials,”
Clinton told the National Congress.

Gen. Augusto Pinochet, the Chilean
military dictator ousted in 1990 after 17
years of authoritarian rule, chose not to
attend. Pinochet, 82, is a senator for life
in the Congress.

Clinton, in a well-received speech in
the spacious marbled-lined congressional
chamber, did not mention Pinochet but
said a strong democracy “honors its sol-
diers for their commitment to defend the
people, not rule them.”

And, in another pointed reference,
Clinton declared: “I know here I am in a
roomful of people who love freedom.” It
drew a loud round of applause.

Clinton came to Valparaiso, a port city
on the Pacific to address the National
Congress on the eve of a 34-nation sum-
mit of Western Hemisphere leaders. He
called the second Summit of the Americ-
as the next step “in our united efforts to
build strong democracies that deliver for
all of our peoples.”

A few hours after Clinton spoke a light
earthquake struck the area. It was felt in
Valparaiso and Santiago 100 miles in-
land, but White House aides with Clinton
in Vina, near Valparaiso, said he did not
feel the temblor.

Clinton later paid an afternoon visit to
Casablanca, about 19 miles southeast of
Valparaiso. Thousands of villagers
crammed into the town square to wel-
come him.

Korean negotiators left hanging
BEIJING (AP) — The

first official talks in four
years between North and
South Korea have ended
with the two sides unable
to resolve a dispute over
aid to the starving North
and reuniting families, ne-
gotiators said today

South Korea’s chief del-
egate, Deputy Unification
Minister Jeong Se-hyun,
said that the South hoped
talks would be continued
in the future, but no date
has been set.

The first government-to-
government talks between
the rival Koreas in four
years began last Saturday
at a deluxe Beijing hotel
and ended late Friday.

The North has agreed in
principle to hold separate
talks on reuniting families
divided by the 1945 parti-
tion of the peninsula, but
has refused to set a date.

South Korea said it was
offering fertilizer to revive
struggling North Korean
agriculture, but linked it to

success on other issues.
Seoul wants to reunite

families separated since as
early as the 1945 partition
of the peninsula and to re-
vive formal diplomatic
contacts.

North Korea’s negotia-
tor, Chun Kum Chun, said
the North wanted to settle
fertilizer aid from South
Korea before talking
about family reunification.
Chun accused the South of
asking too much, taking
an “anti-North” position.

Force may be used against Khmer Rouge
SIEM REAP, Cambodia (AP) — The

Cambodian government said today the
army would try to root out remaining
Khmer Rouge guerrillas along the Thai
border by force because efforts to negoti-
ate a peace deal with them have failed.

The government sent a military delega-
tion to the area earlier this week to dis-
cuss the handover of Ta Mok’s forces
with one of the guerrilla chieftain’s top

aides but it “yielded no results,” said
Chea Saran, chief of military operations
for the government.

“The Khmer Rouge hard-liners are on-
ly trying to buy time in order to consoli-
date their position,” he said, adding that
fighting continued in northern Cambodia
between government-backed Khmer
Rouge defectors and rebel hard-liners to-
day.

Summit starts, Page 5
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Ulster Union meets on peace agreement
BELFAST, Northern Ireland (AP) —

At war within itself, Northern Ireland’s
largest political party must decide
whether to embrace an agreement de-
signed to bring peace to a long-suffering
land.

If Ulster Union Party leader David
Trimble cannot get the backing of his par-
ty’s governing council today, his political
career is probably over and the agreement
itself may well fail. But Trimble predict-
ed he would win comfortably and that the
party would unite behind him.

“I will not be wrong on this matter,” he
said Friday.

A Catholic taxi driver in his 30s was
shot and killed Friday night in west
Belfast, the first killing since the agree-
ment. No group immediately claimed re-

sponsibility and police said it did not ap-
pear to be a sectarian attack, but nonethe-
less it was a sobering reminder of what is
ultimately at stake in the debate over po-
litical arrangements.

If the agreement is approved in a May
22 referendum, Northern Ireland will get
its own legislature which would be oblig-
ed to cooperate with the Republic of Ire-
land on some issues affecting the whole
island. To gain support from the Irish Re-
publican Army and pro-British paramili-
tary groups, the agreement promised to
speed up the release of prisoners.

The Irish government, yielding to a key
unionist demand, will hold a referendum
on amending its constitution to drop its
claim on the territory of Northern Ireland.

Among both Protestants and Catholics,

there are people who think their side gave
up too much.

John Hunter, member of Ulster Union-
ist council and an opponent of the pact,
said arguments have been ferocious.

“You’ve had people starting to argue,
families are split, lifelong friends are
split,” Hunter said. “My great fear is that
unionism has the potential at this time to
literally pull itself apart.”

“We are introducing real politics into
Ulster, and real politics means making
decisions,” Trimble said in an interview
recorded for broadcast today. 

“The important thing about politics is
having a way by which decisions can be
made, choices can be made, without peo-
ple cutting their throats over it.”

Economic 
integration
on agenda

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Pledg-
ing greater cooperation in fighting
drugs and strengthening democracy
throughout the Americas, 34 heads
of state are taking a first step toward
speeding the integration of their
economies.

That step seemed largely symbolic
from the U.S. perspective, as Presi-
dent Clinton came to Santiago with-
out the enhanced negotiating author-
ity he needs to realize his vision of a
hemisphere-wide free trade zone by
2005.

But Latin American leaders were
ready to move ahead with or without
the United States, and as the second
Summit of the Americas opened to-
day, several expressed displeasure
with aspects of U.S. policy on Cuba
and drugs.

In an address to the Chilean legis-
lature Friday, Clinton cheered the
fact that after years of military rule
in many Latin American countries,
every nation in the hemisphere, ex-
cept Cuba, now is a democracy.

But he cautioned that elections
alone were not enough to consolidate
young democracies.

Coolio charged with theft
STUTTGART, Ger-

many (AP) — The state
prosecutor’s office on Fri-
day charged Grammy
award-winnning Ameri-
can Coolio and six mem-
bers of his group with
joint theft and assault in
connection with an inci-
dent at a Stuttgart bou-
tique in November.

Coolio’s attorney in
Stuttgart, Georg Prasser,
said the performer will
probably return to Ger-
many to fight the charges
in court. No date has been
set for a hearing.

Coolio and his group al-
legedly left a boutique in
the Stuttgart suburb of
Böblingen on Nov. 20, a
day after signing auto-

graphs at the store, with-
out paying for 3500 marks
(about $2,000) worth of
clothing.

Coolio is accused of hit-
ting the saleswoman in the
stomach when she con-
fronted the group clad in
items taken from the rack
at the sporting goods and
street wear boutique, po-
lice said.

The rapper and his en-
tourage fled with the items
from Higgin’s Downtown
boutique in Böblingen.

Police arrested Coolio
later in Frankfurt, 90 miles
to the north. The group
was released after posting
about $167,000) bail and
was allowed to finish its
tour in Europe before re-

turning to the United
States.

Coolio, whose real
name is Artis Ivey, is a na-
tive of the Los Angeles
suburb of Compton, Cali-
fornia. His 1994 debut al-
bum, It Takes a Thief, was
a smash hit, selling over a
million records. In 1996,
he won a Grammy for his
Gangsta’s Paradise.

Coolio also appeared in
a series of public service
ads in which he argued
that violence was no solu-
tion to a problem.

“You know when some-
one gets in your face and
you just want to smack
‘em?” Coolio asks in one
ad. “Check this out — you
don’t have to...”

Italy, Big Apple in tiff over ‘stolen’ art
BOSTON (AP) — Fifteen silver uten-

sils on display at the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art in New York were likely loot-
ed from Greek ruins and smuggled out of
Italy, The Boston Globe reported Friday.

Italian authorities have evidence — in-
cluding testimony from a man who said
his associates found the pieces — that
proves the collection was taken from the
ancient site of Morgantina in Sicily, the
newspaper reported.

It said Italian authorities have tried for
two years to convince Met officials that
the goods are stolen. A Met spokesman,
Harold Holzer, said “our curators do not
buy on the illicit market.”

Giusseppe Mascara reportedly told po-
lice his associates unearthed the collec-
tion in 1980. The Globe said Mascara de-
scribed in minute detail an emblem with
gold leaf and an image of Scylla, a
mythological sea monster. 
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In The Stars and Stripes
10 YEARS AGO

April 18, 1988 — Hundreds of protesters in Panama City smashed windows and
clashed with riot police, demanding the ouster of Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega.
20 YEARS AGO

April 18, 1978 — Gen. Lucius D. Clay, hailed as the “hero of Berlin’’ for engineer-
ing the postwar airlift to the blockaded city, died at age 80 after a long period of fail-
ing health.
30 YEARS AGO

April 18, 1968 — The Atomic Energy Commission announced that the largest un-
derground blast in history would be detonated in Nevada.
40 YEARS AGO

April 18, 1958 — Secretary of State John Foster Dulles told Congress the United
States must share atomic secrets with its allies or the Soviet Union would dominate
them with nuclear superiority.
50 YEARS AGO
April 18, 1948 — Gen. Lucius D. Clay, commander of U.S. forces in Europe, praised

The Stars and Stripes on its sixth anniversary, calling it a “typical American newspa-
per that reflected the ideal of a free press uncontrolled by any interest except that of
presenting the new impartially.’’

Freaknik
starts today
in Atlanta

By Cox News Service
ATLANTA — Black College

Spring Break weekend, most popu-
larly known during its 16-year his-
tory as Freaknik, begins today for
as many as 50,000 student visitors
to a significantly more prepared
Atlanta.

Organizers and city officials are
nervously waiting to see whether
their efforts to restore respectabili-
ty to this historically controversial
event will pay off.

“It’s like the quiet before the
storm.” said George Hawthorne,
chairman of the Black College
Spring Break Planning Committee.

The expected thunderstorms to-
day and the rest of the weekend —
as well as other similar events in
Daytona Beach, Fla. — and Texas
may put a damper on the festivities
and numbers. The six Atlanta Uni-
versity Center schools will end
their business hours at noon. As in
the past, some businesses in heavily
impacted areas, such as downtown,
Midtown and South DeKalb Coun-
ty have elected to close early. Six-
teen NationsBank branch offices,
for example, will close early, at 2
p.m. and 4 p.m.

Cartoon that caused
kids’ seizures is back

By Associated Press
TOKYO — The hit cartoon yanked

from airwaves after hundreds watching
it became ill was back on television
Thursday — in a toned down version
with warnings not to get too close to the
screen.

TV Tokyo, the network broadcasting
Pokeman announced last month it would
bring back the children’s
program due to popular
demand.

An announcer began
Thursday evening’s show
by apologizing and ex-
plaining why things had
gone awry. “It was the first time in the
world anything like that had happened
from watching television,” she said.

On Dec. 16, at least 700 viewers —
mostly young children — were rushed
to hospitals with symptoms ranging
from nausea and hyperventilation to
convulsions. Some were unconscious.

The announcer said a TV Tokyo inves-
tigation had discovered that a particular-
ly intense scene, in which the screen
shifted back and forth in ultra-rapid suc-
cession between bright red and blue,
was behind the sudden spells of sick-
ness.

Researchers have come up with a few
theories behind the mysterious illnesses:

They say the flashing lights might

have simply overexcited some of the
children; other cases might have caused
convulsions by disrupting the natural
pacemakers that regulate the brain’s nor-
mal patterns; some also believe that sit-
ting too close to the screen may have
exacerbated the effects.

The network has now implemented
guidelines ensuring that such intense
flashing will no longer be used,
spokesman Hiroshi Uramoto said. It has
advised its viewers to watch programs in
a well-lit room and as far as away from
the screen as possible.

Titanic Society interest high
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — The Titanic

Historical Society once strained just to
survive. As it opens its yearly conven-
tion, it strains under a titanic wave of
public enthusiasm, thanks to the movie.

Society officers decided to close off
reservations for the three-day conven-
tion at 440 members and guests from
around America and abroad. The rollick-
ing affair at Springfield’s Marriott Hotel
features a speech by Titanic wreck dis-
coverer Robert Ballard, a chance to hob-
nob with a British survivor, and — dare
we have doubted? — the sale of Titanic
models, T-shirts and other souvenirs.

“It’s changed our lives. All the offi-
cers’ phones are ringing off the hook,”
said Don Lynch, a Titanic historian who
is running the convention.

Faces 
’n’

places

Series following royal life
to broadcast 2,000th show

TOKYO (AP) — A weekly television
show that has chronicled life in the
Japanese royal family for 39 years will
mark its 2,000th broadcast today, making
it one of the longest running shows here
ever.

The 15-minute series, called The Impe-
rial Household Album, airs bright and
early every Saturday morning.

The show made its debut in 1959, the
year Japan’s current emperor, Akihito,
wed Empress Michiko. It is the eighth-
longest running program in Japan.

The longest is Sunday Theater, which
has been on for 42 years.

The tone of program is polite and de-
cidedly conservative.
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Indy speeds
inch higher 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Scott
Sharp is still beating Tony Stewart,
and Arie Luyendyk is still beating
both of them.

Luyendyk, the defending Indi-
anapolis 500 winner, turned a quick
lap of 222.657 mph on Friday, edging
Sharp for the fastest speed on the fi-
nal day of open testing at the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway.

Full practice for the May 24 race
begins May 10.

Sharp, who beat Stewart at
Phoenix last month, did it again with
a lap at 222.310. Both Luyendyk and
Sharp were more than 4 mph faster
than Luyendyk’s pole-position speed
at Indy last year and 2 mph faster
than Stewart’s top lap Friday of
220.550.

“I think we’ve got a real good base-
line to begin the month of May,”
Luyendyk said. “You always like to
think there’s more speed in there.
I’m not really sure about that. I
could probably go faster.

“It’s all little things we work on,
wing angles, heights, little stuff, real-
ly. Nothing significant,” he said of
the improvement in the cars from
last year.

In all, eight drivers topped
Luyendyk’s pole speed of 218.263 a
year ago, including Luyendyk,
Sharp, Sam Schmidt at 221.893, Ed-
die Cheever at 221.228, Stewart and
Scott Goodyear at 220.146.

QBs star in today’s draft
NEW YORK (AP) —

Florida State defensive
end Andre Wadsworth has
the highest grades on al-
most every NFL team’s
scouting board.

Yet Wadsworth will be
only the third player
picked in today’s NFL
draft.

That’s because franchise
quarterbacks are rare com-
modities.

“Everyone knows I
don’t like high first-
rounders,” says Bobby
Beathard, the general
manager of the San Diego
Chargers, who traded up
to second behind Indi-
anapolis to get either Pey-
ton Manning or Ryan
Leaf, depending on which
one the Colts take.

“But when you have a
quarterback who can carry
you for 10-12 years,
you’ve got to be in posi-
tion to take him.”

Barring a startling upset,
Manning, the second-gen-
eration quarterback from
Tennessee, and Leaf, who
went to Washington State
because it’s become a pro-
duction line for NFL quar-
terbacks, will become the
first quarterbacks to go
first and second in the

draft since Drew Bledsoe
and Rick Mirer in 1993.

Bledsoe, another Wash-
ington Stater, has already
been to a Super Bowl with
New England, but Mirer
has so far been a bust. His

best year
was his first
with Seattle
and he failed
as a starter
with Chica-
go last sea-

son after being traded to
the Bears.

Mirer’s problems dem-
onstrate that there are
rarely sure things in the
NFL — even highly rated
quarterbacks.

For example, the quar-
terbacks of the ‘80s and
‘90s were not first-
rounders. Joe Montana
was taken by San Francis-
co in the third round in
1979 and Brett Favre went
to Atlanta in the second in
1991 and was traded to
Green Bay the next sea-
son. Two quarterbacks
taken in the first round
that season — Dan McG-
wire by Seattle and Todd
Marinovich by the
Raiders, are no longer in
the NFL.

Dan Marino, who holds

or will hold nearly every
NFL passing record, was
barely a first-rounder, the
sixth quarterback picked
and 27th overall selection
in that 1983 draft in which
six QBs went in the first
round. Those ahead of
him: John Elway and Jim
Kelly, but also Todd
Blackledge, Tony Eason
and Ken O’Brien.

Then there’s the 1971
draft, the only one in
which quarterbacks went
1-2-3. The first by New
England was Jim Plunkett;
the second, by New Or-
leans, Archie Manning,
Peyton’s dad; and the
third, by Houston, Dan
Pastorini.

All had long careers, but
none developed into a
Hall of Famer.

Plunkett was a disap-
pointment in New Eng-
land, was cut and signed
by San Francisco. He fi-
nally blossomed a decade
into his career, when he
signed on with the Raiders
and quarterbacked them to
a Super Bowl win in 1981.

Manning played with
distinction for consistently
losing franchises in New
Orleans, where he spent
12 of his 14 NFL seasons.

Jazz lock up playoffs home court by topping Suns
By Associated Press

The Utah Jazz will open each playoff
series at home as long as they survive, but
that was one of only a few things that
were definitively decided on the first day
of the final weekend of the NBA regular
season.

Still to be determined:
— The eighth playoff team in the East,

either New Jersey or Washington.
— The league scoring champion, either

Michael Jordan or Shaquille O’Neal.
— The Pacific Division champion, ei-

ther Seattle or the Lakers.
— The homecourt advantage in the two

No. 4 vs. No. 5 series, Charlotte vs. At-
lanta and Phoenix vs. San Antonio.

The Jazz locked up homecourt advan-
tage throughout the playoffs by ending
the Phoenix Suns’ 10-game winning
streak with a 102-99 victory Friday night.

“We came in here tonight knowing that
they were on a roll with that winning
streak,” Jazz guard Jeff Hornacek said.
“Honestly, I didn’t think they’d come at
us this hard, but we knew it would be a
battle on their home court.”

In other games, San Antonio edged
Seattle 89-87, the Los Angeles Lakers
crushed Dallas 124-95, Orlando dumped
New Jersey 121-109, Washington beat
Miami 97-89, Chicago downed Philadel-
phia 87-80, Atlanta trounced Charlotte
121-104, Minnesota defeated Houston

102-95, Denver stunned Portland 109-
101, Indiana beat Toronto 107-98, Boston
topped Cleveland 78-71 and Detroit de-
feated Milwaukee 108-102.

Karl Malone scored 29 points and
grabbed nine rebounds, Bryon Russell
matched his season-high with 21 points
off the bench and the Jazz shot a shade
under 56 percent.

The win pushed Utah’s record to an
NBA best 62-19. The Chicago Bulls still
could finish in a tie with Utah for the best
record, but the Jazz hold the tiebreaker
because they won the season series 2-0.

“Tonight’s game was really important
to us and we had everyone compete
hard,” Utah coach Jerry Sloan said.
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Martinez gets the press, Finley has the numbers
By Associated Press

While Pedro Martinez is getting all the
attention, Chuck Finley is putting up

even better numbers this sea-
son.

Finley won his 13th consec-
utive decision, pitching a six-
hitter and striking out eight
Friday night to lead the Ana-
heim Angels over the Tampa

Bay Devil Rays 5-0.
“I think it’s just been repetition, trying

to make good pitches throw after throw.
I’m attacking, not being defensive,” said
Finley, who hasn’t lost in 15 starts since

last June 27, although a broken left wrist
ended his season in August.

Finley (3-0) lowered his ERA to 0.56
with his 14th career shutout. Martinez’s
rose from 0.39 to 0.84 with a no-decision
in Boston’s 3-2, 10-inning win over
Cleveland.

Finley has three complete games and
two shutouts during his streak.

“I’m not trying to nip the corners too
much, just throw the ball to the middle to
the outer third of the plate and rely on my
stuff,” he added.

“I’m just trying to throw strikes and
keep the ball in play. When you keep the

ball in play, the defense is going to make
the plays behind you.”

In other games, New York beat Detroit
11-2, Toronto beat Chicago 6-1, Seattle
beat Minnesota 11-6, Boston beat Cleve-
land 3-2 in 10 innings, Texas beat Balti-
more 6-4 and Kansas City beat Oakland
4-1 in 12 innings.

At Anaheim, Tim Salmon hit a two-run
homer off Rich Gorecki (1-2) in the first
inning.

“One thing about Chuck, if you get a
couple of runs early and let him relax and
get that forkball working, it makes it
tough on the opposition,” Salmon said.

For McGwire, there’s no place like home
By Associated Press

Mark McGwire is putting
heavy emphasis on home with
every home run he hits.

McGwire hit his major
league-leading eighth homer
— and eighth at Busch Stadi-
um — Friday night, and
pinch-hitter Ron Gant broke a
fifth-inning tie with a three-
run shot as the St. Louis Car-
dinals beat the Philadelphia
Phillies 8-5.

Since joining the Cardinals
at the end of last July, McG-

wire has 21 homers in 33
games and 112 at-bats in St.
Louis, an average of one per
5.3 at-bats.

His eight
homers this sea-
son have come
in only 28 at-
bats at home,
and he’s current-
ly outhomering
the Phillies, 8-7.

“I love playing here,” McG-
wire said. “It’s a great base-
ball park, great batter’s box.

When you get in the box,
there’s a lot of confidence.”

Elsewhere it was: Milwau-
kee 5, San Francisco 2; Los
Angeles 11, Chicago 3; San
Diego 7, Pittsburgh 5; Cincin-
nati 4, New York 3; Houston
5, Montreal 3; Arizona 7,
Florida 5; and Atlanta at Col-
orado was postponed.

Rico Brogna homered for
the Philliest.

Brogna’s two-out homer in
the fifth tied it 5-5. Gant, hit-
ting just .212 with two RBIs

coming in, connected on a
full-count pitch off Darrin
Winston after John Mabry
reached on an infield hit and
Gary Gaetti singled to chase
Matt Whiteside (0-1).

Gant said he received some
last-second advice before his
at-bat from coach Dave Park-
er.

“Parker says when you go
up there swing like you mean
it,” Gant said. “I went up there
and wanted to take some
good, aggressive hacks.”

Hamilton hopes new ride adds up
MARTINSVILLE, Va. (AP) —

Bobby Hamilton was an integral part
of the equation that rebuilt the Petty
Enterprises team into a winner over
the past three years.

Now he’s hoping the same can hap-
pen with Morgan-McClure Racing,
where he took over the driver’s seat
at the start of the season.

On Friday, Hamilton took a giant
step in the right direction, winning
the pole for Sunday’s Goody’s 500 at
Martinsville Speedway.

“It should be a real morale booster
for the team,” said Hamilton, whose
previous best start this season was
22nd at the Daytona 500 in February.

“We haven’t run that good this
year, but nobody gave up,” Hamilton
added after turning a lap of 93.175
mph to barely beat six-time Mar-
tinsville winner Rusty Wallace for the

top spot.
Referring to Larry McClure, the

manager and co-owner of his new
team, Hamilton said, “Larry and I
talked when I came over here. He told
me they were down a little bit, but he
said, ‘Bear with us and we’ll get it
fixed.’

“He said, ‘If you’ll help our short
track program like I think you can,
we’ll help your superspeedway pro-
gram,’ and that’s what we’re trying to
do.’”

Hamilton, who has four top-five fin-
ishes in his last five starts on the flat
.526-mile oval, picked up the fifth
pole of his Winston Cup career.

Hanilton, who finished second to
Jeff Gordon in last April’s race, beat
Wallace for the pole by just .002 sec-
onds. Hamilton’s Chevrolet got
around the track in 20.323 seconds.

WNBA gets eyeful
at predraft camp

CHICAGO (AP) — Adia Barnes is in
Chicago for a job interview of sorts, but
it has nothing to do with the degree she
will get from the University of Arizona.

Instead, Barnes and about 80 other
women are auditioning before scouts and
coaches of the 10 WNBA teams, which
will hold a draft in less than two weeks.

“Getting this opportunity is definitely
a dream come true,” Barnes said.

The WNBA’s predraft camp opened
Friday on three courts at the Moody
Bible Institute in downtown Chicago,
the same place the NBA holds such au-
ditions. The invited women have already
signed contracts with the league.

“We try to pick the best players that are
available and have brought them here to
play in front of our teams to analyze who
they are going to select in the draft,”
WNBA president Val Ackerman said.
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